
 

 

PENN TOWNSHIP 
Regular Meeting 

July 14, 2026 
 

Board Members Present:  Supervisor Oli Olafsson, Clerk Rhonda Barnett, Trustee Roger Leach, Trustee Scott Peters,  
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Rachele Bogue 
 
Board Member Absent: Treasurer Paul Rutherford 
 

I. Call to Order 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Penn Township Board of Directors was called to order by Oli Olaffson at 
6:34 pm at the Cassopolis VFW, 131 S. Broadway, Cassopolis, MI 49031. 
 
Trustee Leach opened with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions 

Supervisor Olafsson announced that after 44 years of outstanding service to the Penn Township Board, Treasurer 
Paul Rutherford submitted his resignation on July 13, 2026. 
 
Motion:  By Supervisor Olafsson, seconded by Trustee Leach to appoint Rachele Bogue as the new 
township Treasurer. 
 
Vote: Roll call vote: Barnett-yes, Olafsson-yes, Leach-yes, Peters-no: Motion passed. 
 

III. Establishment of Agenda 
 

IV. Consent Agenda 
Board Minutes 6/8/2026 
Special Meeting Minutes 7/1/2026 
Treasurer’s Report  7/13/2026 
 
Motion: By Clerk Barnett, seconded by Trustee Leach to approve the Board Meeting Minutes from June 
8th, 2026, Special Meeting Minutes from July 1st, and Treasurer’s Report dated 7/13/2026 as presented. 
 
Vote: Yays-5, Nays-0, motion passed. 

 
V. Public Comment 

Public Comments were received. 
 

VI. Board Comments 
Trustee Peters expressed that he was upset because he feels the public is being let down by the board not 
appointing the other candidate who ran in the election for Treasurer two years ago. 
 
Clerk Barnett explained that there are many factors to consider when someone steps down from a board.  The 
Supervisor has the authority to nominate replacements for Board approval. 

 
VII. Supervisor Comments 

A. Supervisor Olafsson reported that Stephenson Land Survey has completed their surveying of the plot for 
the new Fire Department.  He also noted that the Board will be using the same engineering firm that was 
used for the Diamond Lake Yacht Club land planning to do the layout of the property. 
 



 

 

B. Supervisor Olafsson reported that the Township has identified two third party attorneys that will attend the 
August 11th Planning Board Meeting to discuss the merits of our moratorium ordinance and make any 
recommendations that align with our needs and wishes to protect our farmland and lakes from oversized 
development projects that could potential bring ecological and environmental disasters and unwanted 
traffic to our community.  This meeting will be held at the Cassopolis VFW, 131 S. Broadway, Cassopolis, 
MI 49031 at 6:30 pm.  Williams & Works has presented proposed engagement parameters which 
specialize in planning and zoning.  Progressive Company may also attend to discuss master planning.  
Supervisor Olafsson shared the Village’s Pre-Planning Catalog that was prepared by the Progressive 
Company.  One of these companies will be present at this meeting. 

 
VIII. Action Items 

A. Review and Approval of contract for tax assessment services. 
 
Motion: Supervisor Olafsson moved to table the tax assessment contract approval due to lack of 
materials to present to the board.   
 

B. Review of Planning Board recommended conditional use permit 
 
Supervisor Olafsson announced that the Board is notifying the community that the planning board 
recommended a conditional use permit and it will now be sent to the County Planning Committee for 
approval at their meeting on 7/22/26.  If approved, it will then be sent back to us to be further acted upon.  
We will then look at the conditions for the new Career Technical Education Center to be built close to the 
COA. 

 
C. Review of Weed Control Contract Proposal Resolution #2 

 
Jim from the Donnell Lake Conservation Association explained that all properties within 150 feet of 
Donnell Lake are assessed will cost $60 for lakefront property and $30 for backlots for weed control.  
Penn Township will collect the money as a fiduciary and pay the company on behalf of the residents.  
 
Motion: Trustee Leach, seconded by Supervisor Olafsson, moved to approve the Donnell Lake 
Penn Township special assessment resolution number 2.  
 
Vote: All members were in favor, and the motion passed. 

 
D. Budget Amendments 

 
Clerk Barnett presented the budget amendments as follows: 
Metro Funds $9200 
Fund Balance Transfer to General $122,619 
Capital Outlay $130,000 
General Fund $100,000 
Planning Commission Consultant $25,000 
Deputy Clerk $4000 
Road Program: General $550,000 
Cannabis Management Enforcement/Record Keeping $20,000 

 
Motion: Trustee Leach, seconded by Treasurer Bogue, moved to the budget amendments as 
proposed.  
 
Vote: Roll call vote: Barnett-yes, Bogue-yes, Olafsson-yes, Leach-yes, Peters-yes: Motion passed. 

 



 

 

E. Contract for Fire Protection Agreement with Calvin Township 
Supervisor Olafsson presented that the contract renewal with Calvin Township will stay the same as last 
year, $75,000 total broken into two equal payments of $37,500 each. 

 
Motion: Trustee Leach, seconded by Treasurer Bogue, moved to approve the fire contract with 
Calvin Township which is the same as it was last year. 
 
Vote: Yays-5, Nays-0, the motion passed. 

 
IX. Informational Items 

A. CLERK REPORT  
Clerk Barnett reported that Election Primaries will take place on August 4th.  An early voting option will 
take place at the Cassopolis VFW from July 25-August 2nd, 8:00 am-4:00 pm.  Absentee Ballots can also 
be mailed in or dropped off at the Penn Township Hall’s ballot box. 
 

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
Chief Bogue reported that the department responded to 19 runs in June.  Last month they took part in 
ventilation training and toured the Hydro plant.   
 

C. CAUA REPORT  
No Report 
 

D. AMBULANCE REPORT  
No Report 

 
E. ASSESSOR REPORT 

No Report 
 

F. ZONING REPORT 
Trustee Leach reported that there was zoning approval granted for a detached 2-story 24x32 garage on 
Howell Drive, a 45x90 barn on Dutch Settlement, a 5600 sq ft home on Decatur Road, a new home with 
attached garage on Penn Road, and a new home on Leigh Avenue. 
 

G. PARKS DEPARTMENT REPORT 
No Report 

 
X.  Payment of the Bills 

Clerk Barnett presented the monthly bills to be paid.  Total bills paid $448,964.06 with check numbers 24500-
24551. 

 
 Motion: Treasurer Bogue, seconded by Trustee Leach, moved to pay the bills totaling $448,964.06. 
 

Vote:  Roll call vote was taken; Peters-yes; Leach-yes; Olafsson-yes; Barnett-yes; Bogue-yes.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 

  



 

 

 
XI. Adjournment 

A motion was made by Supervisor Olafsson, duly seconded by Treasurer Bogue, for the adjournment of  
the meeting at 7:48 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_____________________________________   ______________________ 
Rhonda Barnett, Penn Township Clerk    Date 
 
_____________________________________   ______________________ 
Oli Olafsson, Penn Township Supervisor    Date 



                                                           JULY 13, 2026 

PENN TOWNSHIP 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 

 

General Checking Account balance: June 1, 2026                         $ 3,602,827.37 

Total disbursements for June, 2026                                                       108,511.10       

Bank Charge                                                                                                    10.00 

Total revenues for June, 2026                                                                867,971.25   

 

Receipt #  Date    Received from                                                              Amount 

5437         6/08     Adam Dahlgren                                                                4,911.00 

                             (Building Permits) 

5438         6/08     Next Step Inspections                                                         871.00 

                              Electrical Inspections) 

5439         6/08      Doberteen Inspections)                                                     905.00                                           

                              (Mechanical and  Plumbing Permits) 

5440         6/08      Homes Roofing                                                                  250.00 

                              (Hall Rental) 

5441         6/08     State of Michigan                                                                 27.87 

                              (Recreation Millage Payment)  

5442         6/09     Berry Green Farms LLC                                            175,500.00  

                             (Marihuana Fees)      

5443         6/11    Local Community Stabilization Authority                   11,370.34 

                            (Personal Property) 

5444         6/11    Local Community Stabilization Authority                    9,271.73 

                            (Metro Funds) 

5445         6/18    Ashley Hickman                                                               1,000.00    

                           (Four Hall Rentals)  

5446         6/23   R & H Investment Holds                                               655,000.00  

                            (Marihuana Fees) 

5447         6/23   Steve Roush                                                                          500,00 

                           (Two Cemetery Lots, Prairie Grove)    

                     

June 30, 2026 Checking Balance(Interest V#5448 $8,364.31)         $ 4,362,277.52                                     

Cash Breakdown 

June 30, 2026 Restricted Funds Fire Dept.                                         3,220,000.00 

June 30, 2026 Cash Balance                                                                 1,142,277.52 

Total Checking Balance                                                                     $ 4,362,277.52 

Debt Retirement Accounts plus($ 58.75 Membership each Account)   

Vandalia Sewer                           $ 39,568.01 

Vandalia Water                          $  70,825.17                                                              

Penn Water                                $ 485,176.75 

Paul Rutherford 

 

 

Penn Township Treasurer 
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Penn Township
Payroll Journal

For the Period From Jul 1, 2026 to Jul 31, 2026
Filter Criteria includes: Report order is by Check Date. Report is printed in Detail Format.

Date

Employee

GL Acct ID Reference Debit Amt Credit Amt

7/13/26
JAMES E. BOGUE

320100 24500 2,248.50
100507 32.60
350500 112.43
100507 32.60

1.46
350300 32.60

1.46
100005 2,103.47

7/13/26
LISA J. FITZSIMONS

380600 24501 1,600.83
100507 23.21
350500 80.04
100507 23.21

1.04
350300 23.21

1.04
100005 1,497.58

7/13/26
ROGER W. LEACH

350100 24502 366.92
410100 618.00
100507 14.28
350500 49.25
100507 14.28

0.64
350300 14.28

0.64
100005 921.39

7/13/26
PAUL O. RUTHERFORD

370100 24503 2,248.50
100507 32.60
350500 112.43
100507 32.60

1.46
350300 32.60

1.46
100005 2,103.47

7/13/26
ASHLEY N. WENCES

310000 24504 309.00
100507 4.48
350500 15.45
100507 4.48

0.20
350300 4.48

0.20
100005 289.07

7/13/26
OLAFUR OLAFSSON

380100 24505 2,248.50
100507 32.60
350500 112.43
100507 32.60

1.46
350300 32.60

1.46
100005 2,103.47

7/13/26
SCOTT PETERS

350100 24506 366.92
100507 5.32
350500 18.35
100507 5.32

0.24
350300 5.32

0.24
100005 343.25

7/13/26 360100 24507 2,248.50



8/8/26 at 08:42:50.35 Page: 2

Penn Township
Payroll Journal

For the Period From Jul 1, 2026 to Jul 31, 2026
Filter Criteria includes: Report order is by Check Date. Report is printed in Detail Format.

Date

Employee

GL Acct ID Reference Debit Amt Credit Amt

RHONDA J. BARNETT 100507 79.44
100507 32.60
350500 112.43
100507 32.60

1.46
350300 32.60

1.46
100005 2,024.03

12,441.32 12,441.32
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Penn Township
Purchase Journal

For the Period From Jul 1, 2026 to Jul 31, 2026
Filter Criteria includes: 1) Includes Drop Shipments. Report order is by Date. Report is printed in Detail Format.

Date Account ID

Account Description

Invoice/CM # Line Description Debit Amount Credit Amount

7/7/26 322500
FIRE CAPITAL OUTLAY

061526 FIRE DEPT LAND SURVEY 3,000.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

STEPHENSON LAND
SURVEYING

3,000.00

7/7/26 340100
BLDG INSPECT WAGE

062326 MECH PLUMB INSPECT 1,337.05

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

DOBBERTEEN
INSPECTIONS, INC.

1,337.05

7/7/26 360900
CLERK- ELECTIONS

070826 EARLY VOTING HALL
RENT

800.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

VFW POST 10704 800.00

7/7/26 100507
FICA AND MEDICARE P

0726 2ND QTR 941 1,304.56

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

UNITED STATES
TREASURY

1,304.56

7/7/26 320200
FIRE DEPT TRAVEL

0726 TRAVEL 150.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

JAMES BOGUE 150.00

7/7/26 310700
HALL ELECT/STREET L

0726 ELECTRIC 400.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

AEP 400.00

7/7/26 370300
TREASURER-SUPPLIE

0726 INTERNET 114.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

PAUL RUTHERFORD 114.00

7/7/26 322300
FIRE MISC

0726 MISC 301.85

320500
FIRE-OFFICE SUPPLIE

OFFICE 152.89

322100
FIRE EQIUPMENT MAI

SUPP 472.30

320900
FIRE COMMUNICATION

POSTAGE 10.69

320700
FIRE-OPERATING (GAS

GAS 88.12

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

PENN TOWNSHIP FIRE
DEPART

1,025.85

7/7/26 370100
TREASURER- WAGE

0726 TREAS ASSIST 125.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

AMY JUROFF 125.00

7/7/26 310700
HALL ELECT/STREET L

0726 WATER 150.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

CITY OF DOWAGIAC 150.00

7/7/26 310500
COMMUNICATIONS

0726 PHONE 60.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

OLAFUR OLAFSSON 60.00

7/7/26 340100
BLDG INSPECT WAGE

0726 BLDG PERMITS 7,970.45
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Penn Township
Purchase Journal

For the Period From Jul 1, 2026 to Jul 31, 2026
Filter Criteria includes: 1) Includes Drop Shipments. Report order is by Date. Report is printed in Detail Format.

Date Account ID

Account Description

Invoice/CM # Line Description Debit Amount Credit Amount

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

ADAM DAHLGREN 7,970.45

7/7/26 380300
SUPERVISOR- ASSESS

0726 PIVOT POINT 694.75

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

ANGIE STEINMAN 694.75

7/7/26 351900
BOARD MISC

0726 MTG SEC 100.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

GREG PRICE 100.00

7/7/26 310500
COMMUNICATIONS

0726 PHONE 60.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

RHONDA BARNETT 60.00

7/7/26 360300
DEPUTY CLERK WAGE

0726 JUNE HOURS 400.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

RACHELE BOGUE 400.00

7/7/26 311400
PARKS PROGRAMMIN

0726 FOAM PARTY BAL 630.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

FOAM PARTY CITY 630.00

7/7/26 352300
BOARD - ROAD COMMI

0726A GARDS PRAIRIE 75% 99,567.92

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

CASS ROAD COMMISSION 99,567.92

7/7/26 360500
CLERK SUPPLIES/POS

0726A INTERNET 114.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

LISA FITZSIMONS 114.00

7/7/26 360900
CLERK- ELECTIONS

0726A POSTAGE 321.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

RHONDA BARNETT 321.00

7/7/26 352300
BOARD - ROAD COMMI

0726B QUAKER 75% 93,662.10

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

CASS ROAD COMMISSION 93,662.10

7/7/26 311400
PARKS PROGRAMMIN

0726B JUNE COURT RES 120.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

LISA FITZSIMONS 120.00

7/7/26 311200
FACILITY MAINT

0726B HALL SUPP 3.18

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

SPRAGUE FITZSIMONS 3.18

7/7/26 352300
BOARD - ROAD COMMI

0726C PENN RD 75% 96,288.94

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

CASS ROAD COMMISSION 96,288.94

7/7/26 311500
HALL MISC.

0726C TABLECLOTHS 28.82
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Penn Township
Purchase Journal

For the Period From Jul 1, 2026 to Jul 31, 2026
Filter Criteria includes: 1) Includes Drop Shipments. Report order is by Date. Report is printed in Detail Format.

Date Account ID

Account Description

Invoice/CM # Line Description Debit Amount Credit Amount

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

LISA FITZSIMONS 28.82

7/7/26 352300
BOARD - ROAD COMMI

0726D DONNELL LAKE ST 75% 80,754.47

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

CASS ROAD COMMISSION 80,754.47

7/7/26 311500
HALL MISC.

0726D 4TH DECOR 40.26

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

LISA FITZSIMONS 40.26

7/7/26 311400
PARKS PROGRAMMIN

0726E 4TH CELEBRATION 30.37

311400
PARKS PROGRAMMIN

4TH CELEBRATION 86.51

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

LISA FITZSIMONS 116.88

7/7/26 370300
TREASURER-SUPPLIE

0726F TREASURER SELF ADD
STAMPED ENV

2,387.65

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

LISA FITZSIMONS 2,387.65

7/7/26 311400
PARKS PROGRAMMIN

0726G FOAM PARTY DEPOSIT 50.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

LISA FITZSIMONS 50.00

7/7/26 311400
PARKS PROGRAMMIN

0726H ANNUAL COURT RES 1,044.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

LISA FITZSIMONS 1,044.00

7/7/26 311200
FACILITY MAINT

0729C GAS 65.01

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

SPRAGUE FITZSIMONS 65.01

7/7/26 311200
FACILITY MAINT

1023 FACILITY MAINT 1,050.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

SPRAGUE FITZSIMONS 1,050.00

7/7/26 311300
HALL CAPITAL OUTLAY

1117 PREP FOR RESURFACE 1,000.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

SPORT COURT
CONSTRUCTION

1,000.00

7/7/26 321900
FIRE BLDG MAINT/REP

12402212T181 TRASH /RECYCLE
DUMPSTERS

450.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

HIMCO 450.00

7/7/26 340100
BLDG INSPECT WAGE

1264 ELECT INSPECT 798.15

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

NEXT STEP INSPECTIONS
LLC

798.15

7/7/26 321900
FIRE BLDG MAINT/REP

150680044 FIRE PEST 65.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

ROSE PEST SOLUTIONS 65.00
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Penn Township
Purchase Journal

For the Period From Jul 1, 2026 to Jul 31, 2026
Filter Criteria includes: 1) Includes Drop Shipments. Report order is by Date. Report is printed in Detail Format.

Date Account ID

Account Description

Invoice/CM # Line Description Debit Amount Credit Amount

7/7/26 311200
FACILITY MAINT

150680460 PEST CONTROL 67.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

ROSE PEST SOLUTIONS 67.00

7/7/26 311200
FACILITY MAINT

1881 PORTABLE TOILET 136.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

VRT ENTERPRISES, INC. 136.00

7/7/26 370300
TREASURER-SUPPLIE

2026-13 SUMMER TAX FOLDING 44.48

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

CASS COUNTY 44.48

7/7/26 400100
CEMETERY CONTRAC 

20260135 CEMETERY MOWING 1,936.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

KLIPPERS LAWN CARE
SERVIC

1,936.00

7/7/26 310500
COMMUNICATIONS

202601703 WEBSITE 372.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

KERRY COLLINS 372.00

7/7/26 380300
SUPERVISOR- ASSESS

202607 ASSESSING 3,583.33

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

POND HOUSE ASSESSING
SERVICES

3,583.33

7/7/26 322500
FIRE CAPITAL OUTLAY

21677 SHEARS/CLIPS 1,125.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

XSHEAR 1,125.00

7/7/26 322100
FIRE EQIUPMENT MAI

22253 FIRE EXT SERVICE 337.50

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

ALL POINTS FIRE AND
SAFE

337.50

7/7/26 311200
FACILITY MAINT

22256 HALL FIRE EXT SERVICE 25.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

ALL POINTS FIRE AND
SAFE

25.00

7/7/26 321900
FIRE BLDG MAINT/REP

25616 QUARTERLY ALARM 96.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

HAAS SYSTEMS 96.00

7/7/26 360900
CLERK- ELECTIONS

26-2494 ELECTION SUPP 320.90

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

MC & E/ELECTION
SOURCE

320.90

7/7/26 352300
BOARD - ROAD COMMI

26037 DONNELL LAKE ST DRAIN 28,500.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

SOIL PRODUCTION
SOLUTIONS

28,500.00

7/7/26 360500
CLERK SUPPLIES/POS

271782 CONTRACT 164.89

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

US BUSINESS SYSTEMS 164.89
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Penn Township
Purchase Journal

For the Period From Jul 1, 2026 to Jul 31, 2026
Filter Criteria includes: 1) Includes Drop Shipments. Report order is by Date. Report is printed in Detail Format.

Date Account ID

Account Description

Invoice/CM # Line Description Debit Amount Credit Amount

7/7/26 351100
BOARD- Weed Control 

3021014 DONNELL WEED TREAT 1,485.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

PLM LAKE AND LAND
MGMT CORP

1,485.00

7/7/26 320700
FIRE-OPERATING (GAS

32129 GAS 144.09

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

SERVICE OIL CO. 144.09

7/7/26 370300
TREASURER-SUPPLIE

36328 ENVELOPES 104.75

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

PREFERRED PRINTING 104.75

7/7/26 322100
FIRE EQIUPMENT MAI

39643 FIRE SUPP 194.99

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

WB HAYDEN AND SONS 194.99

7/7/26 321900
FIRE BLDG MAINT/REP

4272026249 MAT SERVICE 130.81

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

CINTAS 130.81

7/7/26 321900
FIRE BLDG MAINT/REP

4275043957 MAT SERVICE 130.81

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

CINTAS 130.81

7/7/26 311200
FACILITY MAINT

4906695 HALL MOWING/TRIM 455.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

SCOTT CHRIS 455.00

7/7/26 351300
BOARD INSURANCE/B

59448 BOARD AH POLICY 631.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

BERENDS HENDRICKS
STUIT

631.00

7/7/26 311500
HALL MISC.

6246 HALL SUPP 83.97

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

DUSSEL'S FARM MARKET 83.97

7/7/26 400100
CEMETERY CONTRAC 

6261 KINCHELOE MEM 681.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

DUSSEL'S FARM MARKET 681.00

7/7/26 310500
COMMUNICATIONS

726 PHONE 284.77

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

VERIZON WIRELESS 284.77

7/7/26 311200
FACILITY MAINT

726 CASS TIRE REIMB 10.00

100505
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

SPRAGUE FITZSIMONS 10.00

437,293.33 437,293.33


