PENN TOWNSHIP
Regular Meeting
September 8, 2025

Board Members Present: Supervisor Oli Olafsson, Treasurer Paul Rutherford, Trustee Roger Leach, Trustee
Scott Peters, Clerk Rhonda Barnett, Deputy Clerk Rachele Bogue

l. Call to Order

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Penn Township Board of Directors was called to order by Ol
Olafsson at 6:45 pm at the Penn Township Hall.

Trustee Leach opened with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Il.  Welcome and Introductions
Manny Delarosa, Emergency Management Officer, presented the updated Hazard Mitigation Plan he
developed. The 5-year plan has been approved by the state. To apply for any FEMA grants, each
township requires such a plan. Manny presented the Board with a template to use to adopt the plan.

Trustee Leach reviewed the plan aloud, then made a motion to approve and adopt the Hazard
Mitigation Plan for Penn Township. Supervisor Olafsson supported the motion. All Board
Members were in favor and the motion passed.

I1l. Establishment of Agenda

IV.  Consent Agenda
Board Minutes 8/11/2025
Treasurer's Report 8/11/2025

A motion was made by Trustee Leach to approve the consent agenda, duly seconded by
Supervisor Olafsson. Roll call vote was taken. Treasure Rutherford-yes; Trustee Leach-yes;
Trustee Peters-yes; Clerk Barnett-yes; Supervisor Olafsson-yes. Motion passed.

V.  Action ltems
A. At6:55 pm Supervisor Olafsson called for Public Hearing number 1 to be open for a special weed
assessment hearing. The purpose of the hearing is to discuss the renewal of the existing
program for weed control on Diamond Lake so the project may proceed.

Public comments:

Adam Dahlgren requested clarity that the resolution is indeed just an approval of a payment
renewal for a bill that is paid every year. Representatives from the Diamond Lake weed control
project confirmed that every 5 years the assessment must be reapproved. This is for weed
treatment on the lake to kill any non-native weeds that may have been introduced. The money
collected would go solely towards the weed control project.



Supervisor Olafsson made a motion to approve this first hearing of the assessment
contract for the next five years for weed control on Diamond Lake and close the public
hearing. Trustee Leach supported the motion. Roll call vote was taken. Trustee Peters-
yes; Trustee Leach-yes, Supervisor Olafsson-yes; Clerk Barnett-yes; Treasurer
Rutherford-yes. Motion passed. The special hearing meeting was closed at 7:00 p.m.

Regular meeting resumed at 7:00 pm.

B. BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS - Clerk Barnett presented adjustments that needed to be made to the
budget including an increase to the metro funds, amending the cannabis license fees, capital
outlay, Insurance & bonds, & Road programs. There was a $90,000 excess transferred to fund
balance which may go to the Fire Department budget.

Trustee Leach made a motion to make the necessary adjustments to the budget.
Treasurer Rutherford supported the motion. Roll call vote was taken. Trustee Peters-yes;

Trustee Leach-yes, Supervisor Olafsson-yes; Clerk Barnett-yes; Treasurer Rutherford-yes.
Motion passed.

C. AEP Franchise Agreement Renewal — Supervisor Olafsson reviewed the agreement made with
AEP which allows for utility easements.

Supervisor Olafsson made a motion to renew the AEP Franchise Agreement. Trustee
Leach support. All members were in favor. Motion passed.

D. Millage —~ Supervisor Olafsson explained that each year we need to submit a millage request to
be levied on December 1%t of each year.

Trustee Leach made a motion to accept the the millage rates submitted. Supervisor
Olafsson supported the motion. Roll call vote was taken. Trustee Peters-yes; Trustee

Leach-yes, Supervisor Olafsson-yes; Clerk Barnett-yes; Treasurer Rutherford-yes. Motion
passed.

VI. Informational ltems
A. CLERK REPORT
Clerk Barnett reported that there will be an election coming up in November. The Cass County
Medical Facility will have a renewal on the ballot.

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Chief Bogue reported that the department had 16 runs in August. So far they have had 141

dispatches this year compared to 109 at this time last year.
The department completed two trainings last month. One on Helicopter Zone Training and
Drafting training.

C. CAUA REPORT
No Report

D. AMBULANCE REPORT
Scott Chris reported that they are still in negotiations with SMACS.



E. ASSESSOR REPORT

Don Jollay reported that they are working on fieldwork walking around Diamond Lake. They are

recording hand optimization land value study taking photos and uploading data. Permits will be
completed by December 31st.

F. ZONING REPORT

Trustee Leach reported that a 40x80 pole barn addition, Diamond Shores new home build,
dilapidated home demo, new home on water and pole barn on back lot were in the works.

G. PARKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Wendy Grace presented the parks department report. They held a Fire Department Fundraiser
tournament on August 15 and worked in conjunction with Vandalia Village to host a Vandalia
Family Day on August 23

Upcoming:

September there will be a Poker Themed Pickle Ball Brunch as well as a Glo-in the-Dark Pickle
Ball Event.

October watch for a Halloween Event in partnership with Vandalia Village.

VII. Supervisor Comments

Supervisor Olafsson mentioned that the landowner offered a lower price for the property
being pursued for the new location of the Fire Department, but that they were still in
negotiations.

VIIl. Board Comments
No Board Comments

IX. Public Comments
Public Comments were received.

X. Payment of the Bills

Clerk Barnett moved, Trustee Leach supported that we pay the bills in the amount
of $268,451.77.

Roll call vote was taken: Yes — Olafsson, Barnett, Rutherford, Leach, No-Peters. Motion passed.

XI. Adjournment
A motion was made by Supervisor Olafsson, duly seconded by Treasurer
Rutherford, and passed by unanimous vote, approving the adjournment of the
meeting at 7:55 p.m.
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