
PENN TOWNSHIP 
Regular Meeting 

June 9, 2025 
 

Board Members Present:  Supervisor Oli Olaafsson, Treasurer Paul Rutherford, Clerk Rhonda 
Barnett, Deputy Clerk Rachele Bogue, Trustee Roger Leach, Trustee Scott Peters 
 

I. Call to Order 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Penn Township Board of Directors was called to 
order by Supervisor Olafsson at 6:37 pm at the Penn Township Hall. 
 
Trustee Leach opened with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions 

 
III. Establishment of Agenda 

 
IV. Consent Agenda 

Board Minutes 5/12/2025 
Treasurer’s Report 5/12/2025 
Special Meeting Minutes 5/12/2025 
 
A motion was made by Supervisor Olafson to include in the consent agenda the 
minutes from the Special Meeting, also held on May 12th, 2025, and to approve 
consent agenda, duly seconded by Trustee Leach, and passed by unanimous 
vote, approving the consent agenda. 

 
Clerk Barnett noted an error in the May minutes for the dates on the consent agenda to  
reflect the April meeting being held on 4/14/25 instead of 4/10/25 and a correction in the  
total expenses for bills to be amended to read $85,503.26.   

 
A motion was made by Clerk Barnett to amend the May meeting minutes to correct  
the error, duly seconded by Trustee Leach, and passed by unanimous vote,  
approving the correction to the minutes. 
 

V. Action Items 
None 

 
VI. Informational Items 

A. CLERK REPORT 
Clerk Barnett announced that there would be an August Election for Marcellus 
Millage, however Volinia will be handling the voting for this election. 

 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 



Chief Bogue reported that the department has 92 runs for the year so far 
compared to 52 runs this time last year. 
 
They had 22 runs for the month of May. 
 
The Department hosted a 94th birthday party for former Chief Don Paulsen. 
 
They presented five trucks in the Cassopolis Memorial Day Parade. 
 
They hosted & served breakfast to the class of 2025 graduated seniors after their 
project graduation event. 
 
Supervisor Olafsson mentioned that he talked to Brian McKenzie that morning 
and they plan to meet at the prospective property for the future site of the fire 
department later that week. 
 

C. CAUA REPORT  
Minutes from the last meeting were presented & posted on the township website. 

 
D. AMBULANCE REPORT  

Scott Chris reports that they are still in negotiations with SMCAS on a contract 
& are currently waiting on financial statements. 
 
Meeting again on the 17th of June to discuss further contracts 
 
Life Care quote is higher but details may be more beneficial to the township 

 
E. ASSESSOR REPORT 

None 
 

F. ZONING REPORT 
Trustee Leach reported that a 22x24 garage, two solar arrays for hog barns, 
30x40 pole barn, 28x26 two-story home build & portable gazebo for zoning 
permits have been approved for the months of May-June. 

 
VII. Supervisor Comments 
 Supervisor Olafsson commented on how nice it was to see the courts full of people and  

being used. 
 
VIII. Board Comments 
 Trustee Peters noted that he did some research and was in contact with the Michigan  

Township Association questioned giving donations out and found that it was illegal for  
townships to give donations without having something to show for what they are  
donating.  He then questioned a line item for a $5000 4th of July Party donation and  



whether there was a motion, discussion, and vote by the board. 
 

Trustee Peters also made a motion to have board approval for all future marijuana  
license renewals presented.  Discussion occurred.  No second was given, motion died. 

 
IX. Public Comments 
 Public Comments were received. 
 
X.  Payment of the Bills 
 Supervisor Olafsson moved, Trustee Leach supported that we pay the bills.   

Trustee Peters again questioned the bill for $5000 to be paid to the  
village.  Motion was carried 4-1.  Yes - Barnett, Olafsson, Rutherford, Leach. No - 
Peters. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

A motion was made by Supervisor Olafsson, duly seconded by Treasurer  
Rutherford, and passed by unanimous vote, approving the adjournment of the  
meeting at 7:31 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rhonda Barnett, Penn Township Clerk 
 
 
 











JUNE 9, 2025 

PENN TOWNSHIP 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 

General Account balance: May 1, 2025                                          $  2,196,739.11 

Total disbursements for May, 2025                                                         85,503.26 

Total revenues for May, 2025                                                                 393,455.62   

Receipt #   Date    Received from                                                              Amount 

 

5309         5/01      State of Michigan                                                        25,514.00 

                              (Revenue Sharing Sales Tax) 

5310         5/09      Alchemy Wellness South                                            96,500.00 

                              (Marijuana Fees) 

5311         5/09     Grip/Alchemy Wellness                                             131.500.00 

                             (Marijuana Fees) 

5312         5/09     Doberteen Inspections                                                   2,918.00 

                             (Plumbing and Mechanical Permits) 

5313         5/09     Next Step Inspections                                                     1,356.00 

                             (Electrical Inspections) 

5314         5/09     Adam Dahlgren                                                              7,615.00 

                             (Building Permits) 

5315         5/20     BPMD Realty                                                                70,000.00 

                             (Marijuana Fees)  

5316         5/20     USDA                                                                              13,835.00 

                             (Sampson Property Cleanup-Quaker ST)   

5317         5/23     Cass County                                                                   33,130.02 

                             (Settlement W-24 Property Tax) 

5318         5/08     Comcast                                                                           4,185.36 

                             (Franchise Fees)    

 

May 31, 2025 Checking Balance(Interest V#5319 $6,902.24)         $ 2,504,691.47                                    

 

Cash Breakdown 

 

May 31, 2025 Restricted Funds Fire Dept.                                          1,500,000.00 

May 31, 2025 Cash Balance                                                                  1,004,691.47 

 

Total Checking Balance                                                                       2,504,691.47 

 

Debt Retirement Accounts plus ($ 58.75 Membership each Account) 

Vandalia Sewer                        $  43,813.53 

Vandalia Water                       $   78,173.65 

Penn Water                              $ 444,374.69 

Paul Rutherford                                                                                                                             

 

 Penn Township Treasurer 


