
PENN TOWNSHIP 

Regular Meeting 

May 11, 2026 

 

Board Members Present:  Supervisor Oli Olafsson, Clerk Rhonda Barnett, Trustee Roger Leach, Trustee Scott Peters, 

Treasurer Paul Rutherford, Deputy Clerk Rachele Bogue 

 

Board Member Absent: None 

 

I. Call to Order 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Penn Township Board of Directors was called to order by Oli Olaffson at 

6:48 pm at the Penn Township Hall. 

 

Trustee Leach opened with prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

II. Welcome and Introductions 

 

III. Establishment of Agenda 

 

Supervisor Olafsson made a motion to amend the agenda to add item “D. Resolution of Intent to Renew 

the Donnell Lake Plant Program-assessment amounts to remain the same.”  Treasurer Rutherford 

supported the motion.  A roll call vote was taken Olafsson-yes; Rutherford-yes; Leach-yes; Peters-yes; 

Barnett-yes. All members present were in favor, and the motion passed. 

 

Supervisor Olafsson made a second motion to amend the agenda to add item “E. 30-day moratorium on 

data center decisions to allow time to write up a proper legal moratorium.” Trustee Leach supported the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken  Olafsson-yes, Rutherford-yes, Leach-yes, Peters-no, Barnett-yes. 

Yays-4, Nays-1, the motion passed. 

 

IV. Consent Agenda 

Board Minutes 4/13/2026 

Treasurer’s Report  5/11/2026 

 

Supervisor Olafsson made proposal to do a consent agenda approval for last month’s Board minutes and 

treasurer’s report.  Trustee Leach supported the motion.  A roll call vote was taken Olafsson-yes, 

Rutherford-yes, Leach-yes, Peters-yes, Barnett-yes. All members present were in favor, and the motion 

passed. 

 

 

V. Action Items 

A. Budget Amendments  

 

Supervisor Olafsson moved to postpone the motion to amend the budget until the next regular 

meeting.  Trustee Leach supported the motion.  All members voted to in agreement to postpone 

this item to next month’s meeting. 

 

B. Diamond Lake Yacht Club Liquor License was proposed for Board approval.  Operation of the club 

downstairs will be open to the public while the upstairs will be members only.  Mike & Jesse from “The 

Rock” will be operating the food & beverage facility.  This is for a Class C liquor license.  Hoping to open 

by August 1,2027. 

 

Supervisor Olafsson made the motion to approve the application for the Diamond Lake Yacht Club 

liquor license.  Treasurer Rutherford supported the motion.  All members voted in favor of the 

motion.  Motion was approved.  



 

C. Appointment of Nick Dussel as a member to the Planning Board.  An error was made in appointing Nick 

Dussel to the “Zoning Board” at the December 2025 meeting, it should have read “Planning Board”. 

 

Trustee Leach made a motion to approve Nick Dussel as a member of the Penn Township 

Planning Board.  Supervisor Olafsson supported the motion.  All members voted in favor of 

appointing Nick to the Planning Board.  Motion was approved. 

 

D. Resolution of Intent to Renew the Donnell Lake Plant Program with the assessment amounts to remain 

the same. 

 

Supervisor Olafsson made a motion to approve the proposed resolution assessment amounts.  

Trustee Leach supported the motion.  A roll call vote was taken Supervisor Olafsson-yes; Trustee 

Peters-yes; Trustee Leach-yes; Treasurer Rutherford-yes; Clerk Barnett-yes.  All members were in 

favor, and the motion passed. 

 

E. 30-day Moratorium on Data Center decisions.  To allow for time to write up a proper legal moratorium on 

data center decisions, a motion was made to place a 30-day moratorium.  This would allow time for the 

Planning Board to meet with the lawyer to draw up a moratorium ordinance providing a one-year hold on 

any data center or heavy industrial projects in the township. A date for the Planning Board meeting will be 

announced as soon as a location is secured that could support larger attendance numbers. 

 

Supervisor Olafsson made a motion to have a 30-day moratorium on data center decisions.  

Trustee Leach supported the motion.  Yays-4, Nays-1, the motion passed. 

 

 

VI. Informational Items 

A. CLERK REPORT  

No Report 

 

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Chief Bogue reported that the department responded to 24 runs in April.  Last month they completed all 

fire hose testing for the 2026 year. 

 

C. CAUA REPORT  

Rachele Bogue read the minutes of the March 2026 CAUA meeting.  Minutes from this meeting will be 

attached to these minutes. 

 

D. AMBULANCE REPORT  

Scott Chris reported that everything seems to be running smoothly with SMCAS.  Nothing new to report. 

 

E. ASSESSOR REPORT 

Don Jollay reported that they just came out of settlement.  They are moving ahead with assessments and 

are currently eight months ahead of schedule as far as reassessments go for the entire township. 

 

F. ZONING REPORT 

Roger Leach reported that there was zoning approval granted for a 60x80x21 pole barn to be built over 

on Colony Bay Dr.  Clearance was also just given zoning to rebuild a 20x30 structure over on Cara Ave. 

 

G. PARKS DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Wendy Grace presented the Parks report noting that May Pickleball Season is in full swing and that the 

playground is being highly used.  New adult seating options has been added around the area.  Two 

fundraisers planned – Helping Hands in June and Fire Department in August.  Full report will be attached 

to these minutes. 



 

VII. Supervisor Comments 

Supervisor Olafsson reviewed that a Planning Board session will still be scheduled to review data center 

moratorium language.  As soon as a larger location has been secured to hold the meeting, information will be  

posted on the website. 

 

Supervisor Olafsson reported that the township now has the deed in hand for the property that will be the new 

location of the Penn Township Fire Department on Calvin Center Rd just south of M-60. 

 

VIII. Board Comments 

Trustee Peters thanked everyone for coming out.  Encouraged them to not give up and to come out to the next 

meeting. 

 

Clerk Barnett acknowledged that the crowd may be disappointed, however there is a lot of lingo and lawyer talk 

that needs to be reviewed. We just want to cover our bases.  Need to get something passed so we don’t get a 

zoning application and are not prepared.  Not all Board members agreed with different proposals that have been 

received. This is just a short-term pause to get everything in order. 

 

Supervisor Olafsson reiterated that data centers are not allowed in ag zones, however moratoriums that have 

been put in place to date have been legally deficient – he is wanting to do this the right way. 

 

Trustee Leach noted that health, safety and well-being of township residents is of utmost importance – there is 

too much information to go through, too much to be studied.  Extensions will make this possible.  Many other 

options are not addressed in current zoning ordinances and these need to be reviewed prior to receiving other 

applications. 

 

Olafsson noted that the Heritage Southwest Intermediate School District has proposed building a tech school on 

14 acres behind the COA on Geneva Lane. That land is zoned residential, so it falls within the zoning allowances. 

 

Olafsson noted that he was sent materials regarding Dr. T.K. Lawless Park being a dark sky park and that any 

developments need to be subject to dark sky project protocols.  He also agreed that many zoning ordinance 

changes needed to be revisited to keep up with the current times. 

 

IX. Public Comments 

 Public Comments were received. 

 

X.  Payment of the Bills 

 Clerk Barnett presented the monthly bills to be paid. 

 

 Supervisor Olafsson moved that the bills be paid with check numbers 24393-24435 in the amount of  

$36,274.41.  Clerk Barnett supported the motion.  Roll call vote was taken;  

Peters-yes; Leach-yes; Olafsson-yes; Barnett-yes; Rutherford-yes.  Motion unanimously passed. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

A motion was made by Supervisor Olafsson, duly seconded by Clerk Barnett, adjournment of the meeting  

occurred at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_____________________________________   ______________________ 

Rhonda Barnett, Penn Township Clerk    Date 

 

_____________________________________   ______________________ 

Oli Olafsson, Penn Township Supervisor    Date 








