
Planning Commission Mee�ng 

September 12, 2023 

 

Member Present at mee�ng: 

Carl Sparks 

Craig Danzy 

Roger Leach 

Israel Yoder 

 

Mee�ng called to session at 5:42pm 

Prayer provided by Carl Sparks 

Pledge of Allegiance cited. 

Introduc�on of board members 

Proposed amendment for the Penn Township Recrea�onal Marihuana Establishment Ordinance, 

NO 2.8.2021, adopted February 8, 2021, was read by Roger Leach. The proposed amendment 

will reaffirm exis�ng Ordinance and specifically clarify scope of Medical Marijuana facili�es 

noted in above referenced ordinance and that they follow same restric�ons as Adult Use 

Recrea�onal Marijuana Facili�es. 

Proposed Amendment: Clarifica�on and limita�on of Medical Facili�es Opera�ons in Penn 

Township by this amendment to Penn Township Recrea�onal Marihuana Establishment 

Ordinance, with emphasized reference to Michigan Law, NLC Sec�on 333.27205. 

Penn Township con�nues to allow co-loca�on of Medical Marijuana growing and processing 

along with Recrea�onal Marijuana within the Township in accordance with State law but does 

not permit any Medical Marijuana opera�ons that don’t comport with limita�ons placed on 

Recrea�onal Marijuana opera�ons by any Township Ordinance or Zoning restric�ons, unless 

superseded or otherwise defined by State Law. 

This amendment reiterates that Medical Marijuana Facili�es as defined in MCL sec�on 

333.27205 are permi1ed in Penn Township and are subject to the same limita�ons that are 

placed on Recrea�onal Marijuana Establishments within the Township. 

Resident Mike Biesboer has concerns that this amendment conflicts with current ordinance.  

Oli Olafsson addressed resident Mike Biesboer concerns. 

Resident Ma: Harrington ques�oned board members about their knowledge of the current 

Marijuana Ordinance and the poten�al viola�ons that are occurring. 



Board member Leach addressed resident concerns. 

Resident Peggy Biesboer shared concerns of the Penn Twp Board vo�ng never vo�ng no on 

anything to do with marijuana. 

Resident Mike Biesboer suggested the Planning Commission write a separate ordinance for 

Medical Marijuana Establishments. That the two types of marijuana establishments within one 

ordinance will create inconsistencies. 

Leach closed public comments. 

Board Comments 

Carl Sparks asked for clarifica�on on medical verse recrea�onal licenses in Penn Twp. 

Oli Olafsson men�oned over the past 3 years the grows in Penn Township have more 

recrea�onal licenses than medical. This year Penn Township has had an increase in medical 

licenses due to the ability to stack licenses. 

Resident Ma: Harrington feels this is a complex issue and this topic should be tabled. 

Oli Olafsson stated that this is not a new subject and that it has been in the process for 4 

months. 

Resident Bucher feels that Supervisor Oli is rushing this amendment change. 

Resident Peggy Biesboer ques�oned the prepara�on of board on making an educated decision. 

Resident Ques�oned who the grower can sell to, just to recrea�onal marijuana establishments 

or to medical marijuana establishments. And ques�oned if the licenses are annual. 

Leach addressed the Planning Commission Board for recommenda�on of the amendment to the 

exis�ng Ordinance (No.2.8.2021) 

Leach mo�oned to approve adop�on of the proposed amendment to our current Marijuana 

Ordinance. Israel Yoder seconded. 

Roll Call 

Israel Yoder – Yes 

Carl Sparks – Yes 

Roger Leach – Yes 

Craig Danzy – Yes 

Mo�on carried. 

 



Leach brings issues to the table for discussion. 

1. Zoning Limita�ons of marijuana grows- Should Penn Township ban outdoor growing 

opera�ons adjacent to Residen�ally (R1, R2) zoned areas. 

Pe��oner Oli Olafsson stated the biggest complaints from residents are smell, health 

concerns, and safety. 

Leach opens for public comments. 

Resident Peggy Biesboer expanded why she feels the marijuana grows are a nuisance, noise, 

dust, drones, and problems of people going onto others resident property. This is a 

commercial product, not agriculture. 

Resident Jodi Bucher explained that she has experienced people on her property, drones 

over her property due to the adjacent grow.  

Resident 3 has concerns of the smell. 

Resident 4 also has concerns of the smell. 

Resident Bill Schuld stated he could smell marijuana at the hall which could be coming from 

Fox Rd. 

Resident Mike Biesboer  

Resident Ma: Harrington has concerns about the smell and how it impacts the quality of 

life. He would like the marijuana grows to be non-adjacent to resident areas. 

Resident 8 stated that marijuana is a commercial product. 

Resident Bucher has concerns about long-term health affects that may not be known yet. 

Board Comments 

Israel Yoder  

Carl Sparks is open to discussion and finding a solu�on. 

Craig Danzy  

2. Set limita�ons on marijuana growers. – Should marijuana crops have a minimum setback 

from primary residents. If so, what should they be and would they be permissible if the 

owner of the resident in ques�on waives setback requirements? 

Leach opens for public comments. 

Resident Peggy Biesboer is pro-setback, recommends 1 mile. 



Resident Bill Schuld would favor a ½ mile away. He has concerns that the marijuana fields 

could impact the Donnell Lake watershed. 

Resident 3 Wonders were the accountability falls on the growers. 

Resident 4 favors a 1-mile setback, limita�on of grow sites and limita�on of plants. 

Resident Mike Biesboer favors a 1-mile setback. 

Resident Ma: Harrington favors a 1-mile setback. 

Resident 7 favors a 1-mile setback. 

Resident Bucher favors a 1-mile setback. 

Board Comments 

No comments 

3. Claims of annoyance by property owners on Donnell Lake, pertaining to specific grow 

sites in vicinity of the lake. 

Leach opens for public comments. 

Public Comments 

Resident Peggy Biesboer addressed health issue concerns. 

Resident Jodi Bucher has concerns about the smell and concerns of these poten�al health 

issues could impact the elderly. 

Resident Bill Schuld ques�oned if one of the grow sites had 2 grow seasons. And ques�oned 

if the processing is taking place on premises? 

Resident 4 has concerns about the smell. 

Resident Mike Biesboer has concerns about the crop dus�ng and the fer�lizing. 

Resident Ma: Harrington has concerns about how marijuana grows are impac�ng the 

quality of life. 

Resident 7 Feels that there would be more people at the mee�ng if it was publicized more.  

Board Comments 

No comments 

4. Ability by growers to wind up opera�ons in the event of abrupt change in township 

policies, without unrecoverable financial losses. - What recourses do operators have in 

the event of change in policy. Protec�ng the Township from legal ramifica�ons? 



Pe��oner Oli Olafsson explained how the Township board members have concerns about 

how a change in policy / ordinance would impact current establishments and the legal 

liabili�es.  

Leach opens for public comments. 

Public Comments  

Resident Peggy Biesboer doesn’t agree with how the ordinance was passed. 

Resident Bill Schuld ques�oned how much the grow sites (closes to Donnell Lake) had to 

invest. 

Resident 3 Feels that the current ordinance protects Penn Township from legal recourse. 

Resident 4 Wants ordinance enforcement to check on the grow sites to make sure they are 

following regula�ons. 

Resident Mike Biesboer wants the township to seek legal opinion. 

Resident Ma: Harrington feels that the current marijuana establishments know how 

residents feel and that there is always risk involved. Harrington voiced that the township 

could give the establishments financial incen�ves to move. Harrington also men�oned how 

he has offered to help raise money for township projects and would like to raise money to 

go towards helping the township and marijuana establishments move their loca�on. 

Harrington men�oned the Michigan Tort Liability Act, and how it is protec�on for a 

township, the township should seek legal advice. 

Resident 7 Acknowledged that people can sue the township, but courts will dismiss cases 

that are frivolous and that you can repeal the statute.  

Resident Bucher feels there is a lack of concern for the residents verse the businesses. 

Leach closed public comments. 

Board Comments 

No comments. 

 

Mee�ng adjourned at 7:46pm 

 

RespecLully submi:ed,  

Chelsa Greathouse 

Penn Township Planning Commission Secretary  


